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Dear Reader,
I am pleased to present to you Volume 4 of AWE: A Woman’s Experience.
It has been wonderful to work with such amazing authors, editors, artists, and
designers. This volume of AWE was a group effort that brought a lot more
scholarship and writing to the field of women’s studies.
I find it a touch ironic to be writing the editor’s note. Here I am, a cisgender
male, and I am the editor-in-chief of an undergraduate journal that is named
“a woman’s experience.” I’ve never experienced anything close to a woman’s
experience, but I’m the person who ensured that this volume came together.
The irony is not lost on me.
This irony was brought specifically to my attention in a conversation with
a friend. During the early days of being editor-in-chief, I was speaking to a
friend who is also a feminist. He couldn’t understand why a man was running the undergraduate women’s studies journal. He felt like I, as a feminist,
should have given this opportunity up to a woman. He felt that feminism
required my giving up my position. He was very adamant about that, and,
luckily, we let the conversation drop or else things would’ve gotten more
heated.
Since that conversation, as I’ve been working on this journal, I’ve pondered
upon this experience. Should I have given up my position to a woman? It
would have helped that woman gain more experience, and a woman at the
helm of a woman’s experience would make more sense. Was I less of a feminist
because I didn’t do this? Did I not support women’s equality and parity in the
workplace because I accepted the offer to be editor-in-chief?
I’ve come to understand that, while my friend’s thoughts were good and
healthy, they didn’t represent the feminism that I believe in. I believe in equality of the sexes. I believe that being the editor-in-chief of AWE has helped my
feminism grow. I have learned so much from the women and scholarship that
I’ve worked with on this journal that I wouldn’t change it for anything. I’ve
become more of a feminist because of it, and I can use that greater feminism to
be a larger force for good and equality.
As I leave this volume for you to peruse and learn from, I hope you ponder on
your own feminism. How are you gaining more knowledge to help grow your
feminism? What experiences are you taking part in to exercise your feminism? I was able to be the editor-in-chief of this volume of AWE, which is an
experience I will never forget and which will always contribute to my growing
feminist sensibilities. I hope I continue to have great experiences like this with
great people surrounding me. I’d like to express thanks to everyone who was
published in this volume and everyone who helped put this volume together.
It couldn’t have happened without you.
Happy reading,
Adam McLain
Editor-in-Chief
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